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Homecoming 2008: October 11 at the Boathouse!
8 a.m. Coffee and Donuts at the GVSU Boathouse

9 a.m. Open Row: For anyone interested in getting back in a boat

10 a.m. Alumni vs. Frosh Races: GVSU Alumni challenge this year’s Novices in a 1000 M sprint

11 a.m. Christening of the new Resolute 8+ and exhibition of new GVSU Crew gear for sale

Immediately following the events at the Boathouse there will be an Open House at the GVSU Rowing Training Center (RTC). Come look around the RTC at your leisure and enjoy refreshments. The RTC is located at 4281 Lake Michigan Drive next to Hansen-Dyke Alignment. (This is directly across from the GVSU arch on Lake Michigan Drive) You can also check out GVSU’s website (www.gvsu.edu/homecoming) for a map and more information about Saturday’s other events.
GVSU Twice Golden at Dad Vail! [image: image2.jpg]



Members of GVSU’s Dad Vail Champion Second Varsity Men’s 8 (left to right) Joe Reagan, Tripp Fay, Dan Robertson, Tom Beebe, Coxswain Alissa Jaster, Scott Feil, Mike Stoll, Mike Sylvester, and Matt Rejc pose with Head Coach John Bancheri, Assistant Coach Mark McIlduff, and their Dad Vail Gold.
GVSU Rowing looks to raise the bar even higher this season after the team’s most successful season ever, with five eights reaching the finals at the 2008 Dad Vail Regatta. Two boats—the Women’s Novice 8 and Men’s Second Varsity 8—earned gold medals. The Women’s Varsity 8 earned silver for the third year in a row, and the Men’s Varsity 8 and Men’s Novice 8 finished 5th and 6th, respectively. As a team, GVSU finished a best-ever second at the Dad Vail. For a complete summary of Grand Valley’s Spring 2008 results, and everything else GV-Crew-related, check out the team’s website.
Both the Men’s and Women’s teams return about twenty rowers, so this team has great potential. How much of that potential the team taps into will determine if, and how much, the bar is raised.
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Members of GVSU’s Dad Vail Champion Novice Women’s 8 (left to right) Hannah Brinza, Leslie Mayville, Rachel MacDonald, Ashlee Jousma, Abby Quisenberry, Coxswain Abby Desmyter, Kelsey Arnold, Laura Marshall, and Katie Phelan pose with Coach Bob Stanage, Coach Ola Nwabara, and their Dad Vail Gold.
Thank You to all Grand Valley Crew 2007-2008 Sponsors!
The GVSU Rowing Team’s success depends foremost upon its student-athletes and coaches, but its success would have been impossible without in-kind gifts from: Mark Azkoul, Jill Bancheri, Barretts Marina of Spring Lake, Dr. Shari Bartz, PhD, ATC, James Beebe, Phil Berridge, Phil Case, Christ Community Church of Spring Lake, Church of the Dunes - Grand Haven, Coach Chris of Shawnigan Lake SS, Diane DeLuca, James Dunleavy/Outback of Peabody, MA, Florida Tech./Coach Adam Thorstad, Grand Rapids Rowing Club/Members, GVSU Alumni Association, GVSU Hockey Club, GVSU Office of Student Life/Kirkhof Center, C. Barton Gullong, Christopher Harvey, Alan Holben Photo, Matthew LeBlanc (’98), Scott and Penny Lindamood, John E. Malloure, MIT/Coach Tony Kilbridge, Resolute Racing Shells, Ohio Valley Rowing Club, Ottawa County Sheriff's Dept., Coach Bob Sawicki, Ken and Ok-Bin Schoolcraft, Greg Soleau, Dr. Paul Sadek, Spring lake Presbyterian Church, Spring Lake Yacht Club, Dan Steigenga, Bob and Karen Sukolsky, Shane Szalai, Town of Spring Lake, Coach Barrie Thornton, Tufts Crew/Coach Don Angus, Veit's Landing, Wyandotte Boat Club, and John Zevalkink.
Likewise, the following donors made GVSU’s most successful-ever 2007-2008 season possible: Priority Mortgage Corporation, Polaris Home Funding Corp, Columbian Enterprises, Inc., Anne Stoll, Colonel John T. Stelma, Dane Gallagher, Diana (Waluk) Bushman, Dr. Larry Stalsonburg, Dr. Paul Sadek, Drs. Wilhelm and Mary Seeger, Duke Vander Ark, Jack Strotbeck, Jeffrey Rose, Joe Arend, John Beddoes and Joanne Sadek, John Zevalkink, John and Jenny Palk, Justin Lankheet, Justin Martisius, Kim Yount, Kristen Pierce, Len Harvey, Leonard A. Harvey & Shirley E. Harvey Foundation, Michael Hoffman, Michael Sliger, Benjamin Reigle, Bradley Holdren, Bruce Huizen, Chad Jedlic, Dane Gallagher, David Ott, Donald Schmuckal, George Collins, Gregg Hartsuff, Jeffrey Rose, John Schintzel, John Malloure, John O'Brien, John Strotbeck, Joseph Rasch, Joseph Arend, Justin Martisius, Justin Lankheet, Kenneth Pahl, Kevin Van Dyke, Kevin and Shirley Bergin, Lee Beyer, Matthew LeBlanc, Matthew Jousma, Michael Hoffman, Michael Sliger, Michael Matthews, Michael Cipollone, Paul Springer, Peter Bernard, Philip Case, Jr., Robert Sawicki, Robert Johnson, Ross Anderson, Ryan and Suzan Quick, Scott and Penny Lindamood, Shane and Emily Szalai, Steven VanAndel, Terence Filipiak, Thomas Vainner, Ann Piereson, Connie Knapp, Connie Morgan, Delphine Miller, Kristi St. Laurent, Laura Boshart, Mary Hubbell, Mary Slater, Mildred Hansen, Barry and Patricia Klein, Sarah Wells, Sherri Gelman, Susan Rejc, Ashley Robinson, Christine Dwyer-Jaroszewicz, Kimberly Yount, Kristen Pierce, Linda Kennedy, Pamela Besteman, Rebecca Takacs, Sarah McCormick, Sarah Maniaci-Beck, Phil Case, Bob Stoll, Edward Deakin, and Brian Adamson.
Crew Shorts: 


A hearty congratulations to Coach Keith Bouwman (’03) and his wife Breanna (’03) on the birth of their first child! Ryan Michael Bouwman weighed in at 7 pounds and 1 ounce at his birth June 17.
For the second year in a row, Michelle (Nielsen) Fryc (’96) won the Lightweight “A” Single at the Master’s Nationals last month. Next month, Michelle will row her single at the Head of the Charles.

GVSU’s pair combination of stroke Justin Ott (‘09) and bow Mark McIlduff (Graduate Assistant Men’s Coach) rowed through the field to capture the Jesus College Spare Pair trophy at the Henley Royal Regatta. By defeating Salisbury School, St. Joes Prep, and the University of Witwatersrand, South Africa, the Grand Valley pair’s win marked GVSU’s first championship at the Henley.

Thanks to alumni Ross Anderson (’06), John Palk (’04), and parents Ken and Ok-Bin Schoolcraft, for hosting a large gathering of alumni and friends on Alumni Row at the 2008 Dad Vail Regatta.
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Reflections on the 2008 Henley Royal Regatta

(Returning to England for the first time since 2004, both GV’s Men’s 8 and Women’s 8 made their way to the quarterfinals at the 2008 Henley Royal Regatta, yet another best-ever showing for GVSU.)

“I want everyone to understand what we have here at Grand Valley. We have an incredible coaching staff that is totally respected by programs that we look at as the powers in the sport of rowing. Trinity University, Columbia University both storied programs that today both conveyed to me how far our program has come in such a short time. What a great tribute to our coaches and Student athletes. You make our University Shine!” —Denny McLean, Asst. Coordinator of GVSU Student Life Sports, GVSU Hockey Club Head Coach and GVSU Honorary Assistant Coach for HRR.
“I can’t thank this program enough for this experience. What a great way to learn some valuable techniques for our hockey program. It’s an incredible way for me to get to know more gifted athletes. 
I truly do mean it when I say that we really do put ourselves above so many programs just because of how classy we really are.” —Denny McLean.
 “My good friend Michael Thompson (Head coach of the Women’s Canadian Under-23 team) told me that this would be a great experience. Being here has surpassed my wildest dreams. I have dreamt about being a part of this regatta since watching schools like Holy Spirit and my alma matter Atlantic City High send eights over when I was growing up. Watching the guys row on the Thames River today and improve their focus and speed with every stroke was one of the proudest moments of my coaching career.” —GVSU Head Rowing Coach John Bancheri
“Now as I sit here reflecting on this trip and my past four years I realize that this trip has been four years in the making. Everything I learned about rowing and coxing in the past four years has contributed to my success this spring season. This trip has surpassed every single one of my expectations. It is the perfect ending to my rowing career at Grand Valley. We had three great races. We definitely represented our university and our country well. As was pointed out to me, no one can ever take away from us the fact that my crew and I will be leaving Henley with a winning record for Grand Valley. With all eight rowers returning for next year, this boat is bound to be dangerous. Although I won’t be a part of the boat next year, I will be watching. I will be cheering them on, this time from the shore.” —GVSU Coxswain Lisa Malloure (’08)
“When we came off the water, which is always a mixture of emotions after a well-rowed but lost race, a very tall man guided our boat into the tents. I recognized him as Mathew Pinsett, a 4-time Olympic gold medalist rower form Great Britain, perhaps the greatest of all time. I’m not one to rely on signs, but this was, at the very least, a good and motivating event to happen at the end of a hard fought year.” —GVSU Rower Adam Cecil (’09)
“It’s always hard to feel good about losing, and we are disappointed, but it’s clear that this is not the end, but a stepping stone to greater speed. Close races like this can fuel the drive to work and train harder than ever before, and with our entire 8 coming back next year, our drive is doubled. It would be in everyone’s best interest to stay tuned to our events next year.” —GV Rower Adam Cecil (’09)
Update your Contact Information with GVSU’s Alumni Office!

You can get in touch with other GVSU alums at www.gvsu.edu/alumni. Also, be sure to update your own contact information by sending an E-mail to alumni@gvsu.edu or calling (800) 558-0541. Also, 69 GVSU Crew alumni have formed a Facebook group, aptly named, GVSU Rowing Alum. Join us.

GVSU Rowing’s 2008-2009 Schedule
September 20-21—University of Western Ontario Invitational (London, Ontario)
September 27—Parents’ Weekend Open Boathouse (GVSU Boathouse)

October 11—Homecoming and Alumni Row (GVSU Boathouse, 9 a.m.)

October 17-19—Head of the Charles Regatta (Boston, MA)

October 19—Head of the Grand Regatta (Lansing, MI)

November 1—Head of the Eagle Regatta (Indianapolis, IN)

November 2—BASF Fall Regatta (Wyandotte, MI)

November 15—Spring Lake Frostbite Regatta (Spring Lake, MI)

December 28-January 3—Winter Training Camp (Wyandotte, MI)

February 14—C.R.A.S.H.-B World Indoor Rowing Championships (Boston, MA)

February 27-March 7—Spring Training Camp and Keuper Cup Regatta (Palm Bay, Florida)
March 8—GVSU vs. Georgia Tech (Atlanta, GA)
March 28—Don Lubbers Cup Regatta (Riverside Park, Grand Rapids)

March 28—GVSU Crew Spring Banquet (Grand Haven, Michigan) (RSVP at team website)
April 4—GVSU vs. Ohio State and Cincinatti (Columbus, OH)
April 11—“America’s Other West Coast” Regatta (Spring Lake, MI)

April 17-19—SIRA Championship Regatta (Oak Ridge, Tennessee)

April 25—Indianapolis Invitational (Indianapolis, IN)
May 2—MACRA Championship Regatta (Riverside Park, Grand Rapids)

May 7-9—71st Dad Vail Championship Regatta (Philadelphia, PA)
May 22-24—ACRA National Championships (Qualifying Crews) (Oklahoma City, OK)
The Crewthorn
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